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This is Bishop Hughes in the Diocese of Newark.

Lately people have been talking to me about church
growth. They want to know what am I or what is the
diocese going to do, or what are other churches doing,
in order to grow. And for the past five years, I've talked
with this diocese about probably the most important
thing about church growth. Actually, it's two things.

One is fellowship. The second is evangelism.

And I say them in that order for a specific reason.
In order to be in the place where your own spiritual life
is nurtured, and healthy, and vibrant enough to be able
to talk about the faith with another person, you really
have to do your own work. It means learning how to
pray, learning how to pray for yourself and for others. It
means learning to develop a discerning ear, to hear the
things that God is saying to you, to a group, to your
family, at your work, to your church, to our country, to
the world — to be listening for the ways God is working,
and the ways God is trying to lead us in every part of
our life. It means spending time — and that's why it's
under the umbrella of fellowship — it means spending
time with other people who are working on their

spiritual life.

One of the ways that we have suggested doing that
in this diocese, is something that we call faith groups.
It's a group of people who covenant — make a promise
together — who covenant to meet with each other on a

regular basis for a period of time. There are faith

groups that decide to meet all throughout the academic year,
so September through May or June, they meet. There are
faith groups who decide to meet for a season — we're going
to meet in the fall and winter, or we're gonna meet in the
spring and summer. There are faith groups that meet every

week, there are faith groups that meet every other week.

The thing that is particular about faith groups, though,
is they are not meeting for the task of running a meeting or
committee. They're meeting for the purpose of shoring each
other up, helping each other grow into the faith. They may
spend some time ruminating, thinking about, pondering on
a piece of scripture, but they're not necessarily studying that
piece of scripture trying to pull everything they can out of it
in terms of its historicity, or how it was written, or when it
was written, those kinds of things. Rather, they're taking a
piece of scripture, reading it together, letting it inwardly
soak into them. And then asking the question, how does this
speak to my life, how to speak to the world, etc. So that
fellowship piece is important. It's how we grow our faith. |
know we want to believe that that one hour on Sunday
morning will take care of it, but it is simply not enough. We
need more time, and time with other faithful people talking
about faith.

The other part is evangelism. And I don't think sharing
the faith, talking about faith with other people, is something
that we're equipped to do if we have not worked on our own
faith. So, to talk about faith means that we have to be able
to look at our own, and be comfortable with using that
language — something that we can do when we're in our
small group, when we're working in our faith group, talking
with people in our faith group about faith, we learn how to

talk faith. We learn how to use those words, they become
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comfortable to us. And when they become comfortable to
us in one setting, they become more comfortable in

another setting.

Almost every time I talk with people about sharing
the faith, the thing that they express the most fear about
is that there'll be some expectation that they're going to
go out and convert people to the faith. And I would say
this, our real message in terms of sharing our faith is to
let people know that they are loved and that they belong
to the One who created them. And sometimes people can
hear that message just from the beginning because
they've heard such a hateful message about who God is.
And so, it's healing to know that that God created them
exactly as they are, intentionally, and loves them exactly
as they are. Really that is the biggest gift we can bring
when we talk about faith, to let people know that they are
loved by us, that they belong in our own company, and
that they are loved by God and that they belong to God.

These two things, fellowship and evangelism, will
grow the church. It's something everybody can do. It
doesn't matter if your church is large or small. It doesn't
matter what your plans are, if you have a strategic plan or
not. Every single Episcopalian in this diocese, can spend
time in a small group talking about faith, learning how to
do that beyond the group, beyond the church, in sharing
the incredible love, mercy and relationship that God
wants to have with God's people, wherever we go in the

world.

If you want to grow the church, start with growing

your own faith.
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A Big “Thank You”
We have such
talented and skilled people

here at St. James’. If you

haven’t yet seen the
refurbished beautiful sign on T
our church’s front lawn please take a moment. Pete
Quelly finished this project by placing the cross on top
of the sign and the two gold-painted finials on the left
and right posts. Then Janice Cipriani collaborated with
Pete by offering to paint the unfinished posts.

The sign was initially made by Brian Pixley in
1999 as his Eagle Scout Project!

Phyllis Bartkus

Our Altered Altar

A central feature of our altar reredos is
i { the back-lit cross. Our eyes are drawn to
it when we enter church and look at the
| § altar.
The light behind the cross was
unscrewed for Good Friday, but when Joe Wolosin tried to
tighten it, he discovered hidden issues involving the light
socket and the board to which it was affixed. The socket
was loose and the board would not stay in place. Joe
undertook remedial repairs that fixed how the light socket
and board were attached. He used piano hinges to secure
the board so that it could be easily accessed in the future.

Then, Joe used a box which he painted to
position the cross at the precise height in front of the
lightbulb. It had previously been sitting on three prayer
books!

Many thanks, Joe, for your initiative and skills.
Phyllis Bartkus
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Congratulation Ricky Okoye!

Ricky Okoye, son of Dr. Frederick and Dr. Chika
Okoye, has been matched at SUNY Downstate in
Brooklyn, NY for a urology residency! This is a surgical
specialty that he wanted. This news came as he
celebrated a birthday on March 7™! Your St. James’
family is very happy for you Ricky!

A Newcomer in the Volkert House

Meet “Web,” a Yellow Lab Seeing

‘ -— Eye puppy. Pauline, our sexton, and her

: ! husband Bud got this pup to raise and train to
hopefully become a Seeing Eye dog at the
center in Morristown. They will have Web for a little
more than a year, providing basic obedience training and
lots of socialization. Then he will be returned to the
Seeing Eye, undergo further extensive training, and if he
passes all of the required testing, he will be partnered
with a visually impaired person.

The Volkert’s and their daughters have worked
with the Seeing Eye and trained several puppies. Web is
so fortunate to have been placed with such a wonderful
family who have a long history with the Seeing Eye. If
this is something you might be interested in doing talk to

Pauline or contact the Morristown Seeing Eye.

Phyllis Bartkus

May Birthdays

05/01  Pauline Volkert
05/07 Emma Howlin
05/13  Wendie Germain
05/16  Phillip Sherrer
05/17 Hayden Smith
05/18  Regina Sherrer
05/26  Tanya Niessen
05/29  Roy Smith 5

05/31 Daniel Howlin

Upcoming Events

May Collection of diapers, wipes and formula
: for the month of March for North Porch :

May 12 Sunday School—Pentecost lesson and
Mother’s Day flowers
« Happy Mothers Day!
May 26 June Journal Articles Due

Fundraising

Thank you to everyone that supported our recent
fundraiser. We made approximately $183 with sales and
donations. This money will be transferred to the general
fund to help support the mission and ministry of St
James’. If you have any ideas for future fundraisers,
please let us know! We are always looking for new

ideas.

We are planning to do a Raise Right Gift card order
in late May/early June. These gift cards are great for
graduation gifts or to use for your every day purchases.
You receive the full value of the card price to spend and
St. James’ gets a small percent of every sale. Stay tuned

for more details!!

Anne & Barbara
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